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ABOUT THE FOCUS GROUPS
What is a Focus Group?
Focus Groups are topic experts and others who have in-depth
knowledge of the planning area. Focus groups help planners
understand current conditions and future planning considerations.
Typically, focus groups are facilitated discussions on specific topics
that are organized by interest or topic. To ensure that everyone has
an opportunity to fully participate in the discussion, Focus Groups
consist of less than ten people. Because Focus Groups are designed
to encourage unfiltered & direct discussion of key considerations,
comments made by participants are not attributed to any individual.

Purpose of the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC) General
Land Use Plan Focus Groups
The Focus Groups were held on January 28 & 29, 2021. The Focus Groups
are organized around key planning topics: utilities, health services,
cultural & tribal capacity, housing, mobility, agriculture, tribal enterprises
& economy, environment & natural resources, land use & zoning, and
the vision and needs of GRIC. The purpose of the Focus Groups is to
hear from topic experts in a non-attributed setting in order to solicit
open feedback. GRIC resident planning input is separate from the focus
groups and will occur in subsequent meetings in April 2021.

GRIC Focus Group Meeting Dates & Format
The format for all the focus groups was as follows: Focus Group
participants introduced themselves and a short review of the purpose
of the plan and the focus group was provided by the consultant
facilitator. After the review, focus group members were asked to
participate in a facilitated discussion of prepared questions specific
to each focus group. After the discussion, the facilitator reviewed
the planning process timetable, thanked the participants, and the
meeting was adjourned.
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Focus Group | Utilities
Time: 9:00 AM-10:30 AM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Advance planning for right of
ways and utility corridors. This
would aid in smart development
growth, helping provide greater
internet, water, and utility access
to the community.
» Sharing data across sectors
and departments is key. A
comprehensive overview of future
development locations, planned
utility corridor projects, and
existing infrastructure is needed.
Policy recommended to require
digital files be submitted to LUPZ/
GIS.
» Expand wireless access
through leasing additional
tower structures to providers.
Additionally, streamline the
process for carriers to renew
their agreements and expand or
upgrade to 5g.

What types of infrastructure are needed and
where?
»

»
»

»

»

»

»

In need of rights of way to run utilities and
easements to new developments (both housing
and commercial).
Whenever line extensions are needed, there isn't
always a utility right of way in the reservation.
The process to get a right of way can be very time
consuming, so getting utility corridors done up
front would be important.
Going through allotments is typically challenging
due to fractionated allotted land with large
numbers of multiple ownership per parcels. The
area around Redtail Hawk Clinic would be great for
development but it is allotted land and therefore
roads do not align.
Preplanning I-10 improvements and access
across allotments to allow for pipeline crossing
these rights of way.
Using gravity stations cost less money than a
pump/lift sanitary sewer system. Preplanning
development for gravity stations would be
beneficial. Topographic features would need to be
considered.
A list of criteria regarding infrastructure
extensions including policy on locations and
written process and procedures (Land Use Action
Review) would be helpful, as well as a process from
BIA for obtaining a utility easement on allotted land.

» Provide 1,500 foot buffer
around water wells. To ensure
protection of existing water
resources as new development
occurs.
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Focus Group | Utilities (cont.)
Time: 9:00 AM-10:30 AM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

Are there plans for wireless and internet services expansion?
»
»
»

Several internet/wireless carriers have reached out about expanding or upgrading to 5G. A
number of agreements have expired or need to be updated.
Tower structures are needed (ex: one area off SR 347). It would be a benefit for the
community to lease tower structures to wireless providers.
Some dead spots on the Community need coverage, but there isn't a process in place in
the Community for wireless providers, and no formal policy that all residential areas should
be provided wireless access.

Are there areas of the Community that have better access to water
infrastructure than others/would be better for development focus?
»
»

»
»

There are several different systems throughout the Community.
Buffer around well sites needed to ensure no intrusion. A policy recommended of at least
a 1,500 foot buffer separation needed from existing irrigation wells to ensure there's no
drawing down on adjacent infrastructure.
Knowing where potential future development will be located would help to plan future
water well development.
Several new projects and developments have relied on on-site water treatment due to right
of way issues, which means no redundancy. If you lose the well, you don't have water.
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Focus Group | Health Services
Time: 10:45 AM-12:00 PM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Plan new road development to
expedite service response times.
Roads must be wide enough
to accommodate fire engine
turns. Plans should also include
measures to curb congestion.

Are there any issues with service plan
response times for the community?
»
»

How can land use and development support
or improve those times?
»

» Healthy safe spaces are needed.
Including mini healthcare clinics
in each District, with access to
restroom facilities for police officers
on duty. Sober Housing and Group
Housing options also needed, as
well as bigger libraries and usable
parks with walking trails, exercise
equipment, and shade.

»

»

»
» Update population counts per
District to ensure adequate
service protection. Include
number of people living in each
District, rather than enrollment
numbers for emergency service
allocation.
» Expand current transportation
infrastructure to encourage
greater access and walkability.
Assess tribal land capacity per
District to determine capability to
expand social and health services.

New development and roads cause congestion
and affects response times.
New roads must consider adequate roadway
widths to ensure access for fire engines.

Annexes including restroom facilities for PD could
be useful to decrease response times.
Several substations and spaces currently planned
throughout the Districts. Combined PD/FD stations
would be helpful to reduce response time and
keep officers in their assigned beat areas.
Mini healthcare clinics needed in each District,
with a registered nurse, offices for public service
providers also important. Needs to accommodate
need for transportation.
Consider counting number of people living in
the District rather than enrollment numbers for
emergency services allocation. Some Districts
may be under-served due to population accounts
deferring to enrollment numbers, rather than
people living in the District.

Are there additional medicinal facilities
planned for the growing number of members
and residents in the Community?
»

»

Hohokam Memorial Hospital has expanded
vertically due to surrounding land issues. Komatke
Health Center, Caring House, two Dialysis Centers,
and Red Tail Hawk Clinic provide services. All but
Hohokam are outpatient.
Smaller clinics needed in each District (perhaps
Districts 2 & 5). Infrastructure needs to be
considered along with that.
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Focus Group | Health Services (cont.)
Time: 9:00 AM-10:30 AM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting
Are there health services that are needed in the Community?
»
»
»
»
»
»
»

Sober Housing is needed, as well as more community-based housing units for special
populations within the community that require wrap around services.
Healthy safe spaces are needed, such as usable parks that include shade.
Current transportation infrastructure needs to be enhanced/expanded. Walkability is
important.
The Community has a high rate of diabetes and cardiovascular diseases. Exercise
equipment in parks should be included in Communities, both indoor and outdoor.
Public safety important as Districts continue to grow. Parks should have visibility and access
to police departments.
Bigger libraries are also needed.
Assess tribal lands per District to determine capability to expand social and health
services.
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Focus Group | Cultural & Tribal Capacity
Time: 12:30 PM-2:00 PM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:

How should the land use plan address
important cultural areas and contribute to
conserving/preserving tribal values?

» General areas to be preserved
need to be identified.
Including outlining restrictions on
development and land use types
near sensitive areas.

»

» Outline a buffer of development
around the outer border of the
Community.
As protection against
encroachment, while allowing
residents to benefit from
surrounding cities.

»

» Consider design strategies.
Including outlining number of
stories for new development,
minimizing light pollution, providing
coverage from summer sun, and
disguising wireless towers to better
blend in with the surroundings.

»

»

What types of development are appropriate or
not near culturally important areas?
»

»
»

»
» Create story telling and cultural
knowledge about places or
places of cultural affinity.
» Cultural Sensitivity and
preservance to be balanced
with land development and
economic development.
Consider keeping development
on the outer periphery of the
Community

Development needs to be examined, as there are
numerous archaeological sites throughout the
Community. Many could be unidentified as there has
not been a Reservation-wide survey conducted.
A half (0.5) mile radius minimum should be
maintained from the San Tan Mountain, prohibiting
development.
Outlining areas of significance can help LUPZ direct
developers away from those areas.

Concerns around sand and gravel operations,
as it mines a non-renewable resource. Cultural
landscapes and special places should be protected
from mining and disturbance.
No billboards to protect our ancestors' teachings on
preservation of our cultural viewsheds.
Future development should consider acceptable
building heights.
It's important to minimize light pollution. Keeping
cultural knowledge includes seeing things in the
night sky.
No industrial waste or toxic waste facilities.

Are there types of land uses or design
attributes we want to promote that can build
tribal capacity and self-sufficiency?
»
»

»
»

Preservation of the land as it sits.
Create a buffer of development around the
outer border of the community to protect against
encroachment, allowing community to stay more the
same, while benefiting from the surrounding cities.
Coverage from summer sun - porches for housing
and covering for gathering areas.
Hiding wireless towers, such as disguising as a
cactus.
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Focus Group | Cultural & Tribal Capacity (cont.)
Time: 12:30 PM-2:00 PM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting
How are cemeteries being documented in the Community?
»
»
»

»

Vast majority of cemeteries have likely not been surveyed. Some cemeteries are in remote
areas, where people don't really go.
Over 10 years ago there were discussions about establishing a database of all existing
cemeteries, but the process was not finished.
Consider how to document/record in a sensitive manner. Pee-Posh have a practice
of cremation, and some people also bury loved ones on their alloted lands, effectively
creating their own small cemetery.
Consider cemeteries as preserve lands due to boundary and encroachment issues and
some could not be fenced.
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Numerous archaeological
sites throughout the
community. There could be
sites out there that are not
identified.

Encroachment from
all sides

Focus Group | Cultural & Tribal Capacity (cont.)
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Design. Porches. Gathering spots
need to be shaded. Wireless,
should be camoflaged. Don't want
eyesore, love convenience. Need
to balace technology with history
and our past. Development on the
edges insulates us from having to
develop in the center. Creates a
buffer andhelps to preserve land
and benefit economically.
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be kept as is.
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Part of South Mountain
that is still significant

Reach out to Dist. 7 (Pee Posh)
regarding cremation practices and its
relationship to cemetaries? Some
people are starting cemetaries on
alloted lands (for family). May need to
consider this when developing
zoning...restricting burials.

Considering building a
memorial house in Casa
Blanca. Should be
processed through his
office.

development needs
to be at least 1 mile
from the base of the
mountain.

Encroachment from
all sides. Center
needs to be
protected.
Recognizes that
edges may be
developed.

201111-GRIC_ProposedLandUse_wAerial

Areas identified as preserves/
openspace/parks and recreation
include cultural resources
andhave a lot of integrity in terms
of land and resources. Keep them
not proposed for development

There are a few
archaeolgical preserves
including areas that are in
housing subdivisons. Will
share info on this.

Arch. sites, shrines, other
cultural sites can't be shared
in large scale mp overviews.
There are literally thousands
of areas.

Places where cultural activiites take
place. Some are remote, and
should not get polluted by light.
Some of cultural knowledge has to
do with things in the night and
night sky.

Storytelling sites, no
specific areas
designated. Could be a
home, cultural center.

May need to plan for
additional cemetary
space. No inventory of
cemetaries at this time.

Policy to
address
cemetaries continue
mapping?

201111-GRIC_Base_wAerial

Organic farming...not
on older master plans.
Provide this map to
participants.
Uncommon structures
and visible structures
should be considered
when preservng cultural
landscapes.

Cultural landscapes.
Modern development that
indrudes on these is not
desired. Billboards, for
example.

Re-examine this
area due to
cultural resources.

Sand and Gravel. Mining. Good
for economic development but
not renewable. Need to
consider this. Not a good use of
the river or tribal land.

With regards to
development, nothing
that has toxic or bad
waste. Need balance
and need to udnerstand
boundaries. Light
pollution is an issue.

Focus Group | Cultural & Tribal Capacity (cont.)
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Focus Group | Housing
Time: 2:15 PM-3:45 PM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» There are opportunities to
provide a mix of housing types.
Including apartment housing for
younger Tribal members, multifamily housing, homeless and
transitional housing, housing for
foster care children that have
aged out of the system, and
Sober Housing.
» Consider access to services and
amenities for new housing.
Transportation access is key, as
well as access to existing utilities,
and support services such as
computer labs, schools, and
daycare.
» Design needs to be flexible and
sustainable.
Interest in providing design that
fits the building code, while
providing variability in styles.
Focus on energy efficient and
sustainable design.

What types of housing should be available to
Community members?
»

»
»

»
»

»

»

»

There is an inventory of housing, but insurance
premiums have gone up making housing more
expensive to afford.
Mostly single family units being constructed.
There is an opportunity to provide housing to
younger Tribal members, possibly a different
housing type.
Community has a significant youth population who
continues to live with their parents.
Members prefer to live on the reservation to avoid
taxes and HOA fees. Approximately 8,000 members
live off the reservation.
Also an opportunity to provide housing to
community members in light of increased job
opportunities in nearby cities and towns.
Interest in providing homeless and transitional
housing apartment complexes with support
services. There have been challenges with funding
and land designation.
Interest in providing Sober Housing options as well
as housing for foster care children that have aged
out of the system (ex: duplex housing in District 1)

Are there location attributes that should be
considered/included?
»
»
»
»

Transportation access to address the current lack
of access.
Support services such as computer lab, schools,
daycare
Along the 202 there are several areas for different
housing projects.
The Community has purchased 10 acre tracts or
more of allotted land that should be included in the
Master Land Use Plan as residential.
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Focus Group | Housing (cont.)
Time: 2:15 PM-3:45 PM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting
How do we prepare for ongoing residential development?
»
»
»

There could be a mix of housing, including multi-family mixed in with single-family.
It would be helpful to know how much land is available, and where housing is being
planned.
Can look at areas already marked as mixed use, where utilities are already existing.

Are there types of housing design and/or amenities desired by the Tribe?
»
»
»
»
»
»

Need to maximize/utilize HUD dollars during construction while honoring and supporting
regulations and guidelines.
There is no current design requirement for commercial or residential, as long as it meets
building codes.
Designs should be energy efficient and sustainable, and have sufficient room sizes.
Designs should be flexible as well, rather than one set way to build homes.
There is an opportunity for Community Development Block Grants for construction of
community facilities within existing communities.
Policy recommendations on lot size. Currently one-acre lots for older subdivisions. Lot
sizes are now 0.5 acres and 0.2 acres for federally funded projects under DCH.
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HUD office of Native American Programs to understand
homeless in Indian country. Good programs for
sustainable housing (back east), we don't have as much
here. Tribe puts individuals in homes but don't give them
resources or jobs. Need to help them get on their feet
and have stability. Tried to wok with developers
regarding Low Income HOusing Tax Credits...issues with
regards to tribal sovergnity. Gaming $$ (wayne's
Program) is through applicaton.

Market housing. Tribe allocated for
apartments (rental housing). Looking at
cottages for foster kids that age out of
system. Revenue stream could have
sustained higher density units. Check
District 1 emergency housing
development (8 duplex unit). 2nd phase
planned.

Lots of young adults who would like
more of an apartment setting. Could be
a benefit for those who are independent
and can pay rent.
Also, though, need to think about
homeless and developing units for
transitioning into a home. (lots of
requests in Dist. 1).

Housing:
Transportation (public)
Amenities including support
services transport, computer
lab access, daycare,
schools.

Need to know how much
land is available. Can
determine how to
maximize use of it.

Older subdivisions have 1 acre
lots. now homesites are 1/2 acres
within subdivisions. DCH
subdivisions have smaller lots.
One may have even smaller lots
(.2 ac) but didn't have
infrastructure.

Types of housing. Type of construction/
build. lots of different designs? Governor's
homeless initiative. need to provide
development (apartment complex) for this
segment. Interest and leadership to move
it forward, challenges, funding and land
location...where do you build it?

People wanting to buy their HUD homes,
and people like to stay on, they don't pay
property taxes, no HOA fees, less
regulation. But Urban members like where
they are at. 8,000 off reservation, and rest
are on...at any time up to 3,000 members
who are looking for housing on alloted or
tribal land.

Location can help determine the type of housing
and services. What is the difference in housing
use in designated areas?
Community has tracts that has been purchased
that could be set aside for housing and
economic development...could provide housing
in areas that haven't been previously
considered.

New construction starting in
Districts 4,5, and 3. 41 units
in Dist. 4, 38 in Dist. 5, 26 in
Dist. 3, 17 in Dist 1, 16 in Dist.
6 ,and 9 in Dist. 7 & 14 in
Dist. 2 . build-out is total of
3 more buildouts totalling
802 units including this list.

Focus Group | Housing (cont.)
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Also consider areas of mixed use for
housing (that are served) so they
could use some of that for housing.
For example, land near chandler,
near hunt hwy. could we provide
different housing types?

Key components in development and design standards.
Lots of different designs, need to maximize HUD $$, supporting
NHSDA guidelines, economic considerations.
There isn't really a design requirement for housing....or for
commercial. Should probably consider. With commercial, there is an
owner's team that works with community. Bunch of designs, and
community decides what will be built based on what is provided.
Building just needs to meet codes.
Have been looking at other designs to be moe energy efficient and
lower construction costs psf. Community needs to look at this.
Consider incorporating work community has done with regards to
guidlines...include opportunities to update over time.
example, termite treatement.

Higher density residential
suggested for WHP area.
Close to transit, jobs, and
infrastructure. May be a
good idea to consider some
parcels in this area for
residential. May be a good
area for market housing.

Need to find land, designate it,
talk about type of housing,
working with stakeholders to
determine cost. How it gets built
would be determined by
leadership.

Amenitites to subdivisions not being
built because of funding limitations.
Dept. of housing not construction new
subdivisions...focusing on repairs and
demolition. In the past those things were
considered. CDBG could support the
constrution of these amenities too.

Need to provide vacant,
designated, residential
land so housing can help
determine what's left.

Focus Group | Housing (cont.)
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Focus Group | Mobility
Time: 3:45 PM-5:00 PM l Date: January 28, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Upgrade existing infrastructure
including paving priority corridor
dirt roads and investigating
opportunities for traffic calming.
» Plan for more non-motorized
transportation services. Include
sidewalks and paved streets
within plans for future subdivisions.
Establish a sidewalk and pedestrian
plan in areas of higher density.
Include Safe Routes to Schools in
the Land Use Plan.
» Incorporate Roadway Design.
Policy recommendation that
homes should not be built if there
is no access, center turn lanes
through school zones for buses, I-10
intersection improvements, roadway
section design with pedestrian/
bicycle walkways, traffic calming
design, and subdivision roadways to
include sidewalks.
» Acquisition of road rights of way
through development land leases
and institute a Development
Impact Fee program. Policy
recommendation for developers to
secure roadway rights of way over
and across allotted and tribal lands
through land leases, and institute a
development impact fee program to
fund construction of infrastructure,
parks, police & fire services, etc.

Are there updates to the existing
transportation and transit plans that should
be reflected in the Master Land Use Plan?
»
»

»

»

The Community has a well-developed grid
network.
Most of the existing transportation plans involve
getting older roads reconstructed and dirt roads
paved. Not a lot of new roads planned.
Getting dirt roads paved (especially on priority
corridors) is an issue, as there is not enough
funding or staffing to deal with it.
Difficulty implementing traffic calming on BIA
roads, which are public roads.

Where does the current/planned
transportation system anticipate changes in
land uses? What are those changes?
»

Need to protect corridors. Developers need to
pay allottees for infrastructure required as part
of development.

What are non-motorized transportation
improvements that are needed?
»

»

As future subdivisions are built they need
sidewalks and paved streets (ex: subdivision on
587 and on Blackwater School Rd).
Language about Safe Routes to Schools should
be included in the Land Use Plan.

Is there an interest in implementing healthy
transportation (focus on transit and nonmotorized)?
»
»

Expansion of transit should encourage this.
Interest in having sidewalks and a pedestrian
plan around district service centers, but in
general not a lot of density.
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Focus Group | Agriculture
Time: 10:45 AM-12:15 PM l Date: January 29, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Plan development away from
agricultural uses to limit issues
with pesticide spraying near
residences.

» Protect water rights and
Community water supply
including transferring water rights
from SCIP lands to other lands.

Are the existing and planned Agriculture
areas on the land use map correct?
»
»
»

»

Are there types of support services and
land uses that could support agricultural
activities?
»

» Protect agricultural land and
corridors. Ensure water rights
are protected around conversion
of agricultural land. Developers
also need to pay allottees for
infrastructure required for new
development.

Some areas have been eliminated for
development.
Map to be further reviewed with PMIP and GRIIDD.
PMIP has a plan through 2029 of planned
construction projects. Including a pipeline in District
6 Komatke area.
There is a potential area of land along Pecos Road
that could be Agricultural land.

»

»
»

»

Consider transferring water rights from SCIP lands
now covered with homes and businesses to other
lands to protect water rights.
Converting agricultural land results in water loss
and impacts water rights. Can't take land out of
agricultural use to protect water acreage rights.
The Community has a large water supply and
needs somewhere to put the water.
Issue with pesticide ordinance and location of
homes being too close to agriculture. Prohibits
spraying within a quarter mile of homes.
There is an Agriculture Resource Management Plan
in the works.

Are there Health Food Systems efforts
underway at a District or Community-wide
level?
»
»

PMIP to share information regarding health food
systems.
There was a food sovereignty project done through
the University of Arizona a few years ago.
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Focus Group | Tribal Enterprises & Economy
Time: 11:30 AM-1:00 PM l Date: January 29, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Look into incorporating impact
fee structure and development
fee agreements in addition to
PILOT fees for new development
projects.
» Ensure new development
doesn't interfere with existing
Community investments and
assets.
New development should
complement existing investments
the Community has already made
(Wild Horse Pass, Lone Butte)
» Designate areas for local
vending.
Ensure these areas are also safe
from right of ways.
» Development design guidelines
to be culturally appropriate,
include broad standards with
restrictions, and be compatible
and appropriate for entire
Community. Housing in mixed use
areas should include accessible
parks and trails.

Are there plans for expansion of existing
enterprise areas?
»

»
»

Yes, many areas planned to expand, particularly
along transportation corridors. A lot of
development along 202 is allotted land.
I-10 Corridor is being expanded by ADOT and will
have an effect on the boundary for Wild Horse Pass.
Look into allotted lands in addition to Tribal lands
to lease for development. However, leasing of
alloted lands take a lot of labor and time, due to
fractionated ownership, additional staff may be
needed at OGC.

Are there specific programs being
considered that would generate additional
revenue for the Community?
»

»

»

»

»
»

No property taxes, so PILOT fees included in some
leases, but also looking into Impact Fees and
Development Fees would be useful.
Including recommendations and policies like
developing community-wide development fee
ordinances and impact fee structures would be
beneficial as well..
Ensure new development doesn't interfere with
existing developments (ie proposal for warehouses
in view of Sheraton resort at Wild Horse Pass)
New development needs to be aesthetically
pleasing, and represent the community well,
complementing enterprises and investments the
tribe has already made.
Sand & Gravel mining expansion to create more
revenue.
Pima Leasing marketing and receiving numerous
land development proposals along 202 and I-10
corridors to Memorial Air Field area, Gilbert Road/
San Tan area.
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Focus Group | Enterprises & Economy (cont.)
Time: 11:30 AM-1:00 PM l Date: January 29, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting
»

Sacaton Post Office commercial area is congested, so more neighborhood commercial
areas including vending areas for member entrepreneurs

Are there broader standards guiding the types of land uses in certain areas?
»
»
»
»

It would be helpful to know what each of the entities are planning to do in the area, and any
potential challenges with infrastructure.
Might be beneficial to look at zoning that is compatible for the Wild Horse Pass area.
Agriculture should be located far from residential due to pesticide spraying issues. There
are multiple residential areas in active agricultural sites.
Areas of investment by the Community needs to be protected, such as Wild Horse Pass,
Lone Butte, and other enterprise areas. No obnoxious businesses or land uses.

Are there areas we should be designating for vendors, different types of
housing, parks and trails, etc?
»
»

Some of this would be at the community level.
You can vend on Tribal land, but there needs to be places designated for local vendors.
Former Economic Development Dept had areas to put vendors, not sure why it didn't
happen. Safety needs to be considered. Being off of I-10 might not be safe.
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Sand and Gravel. Want
to be closer to
development so they
can get materials.
Coolidge is expecting
to expand, so want to
have access to them.

I-10 corridor is being expanded
and will affect boundary of WHP.
Potential interchange being
discussed. Boundary expansion
questions for Dave White.

Looking at several areas to expand (sand
and gravel).
Transportation is important to expansion.
Looking at land west of 347 to expand.
Santa Cruz to east and west that can be
developed.
91st ave. and Baseline.
Will share mapping.
Could set up other sites where districts
could be set up with matererial (borrow
pits) to help housing or new
development.
Most of areas are open sland use areas
where there is not a lot of allotted land.

Focus Group | Enterprises & Economy (cont.)
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Focus Group | Environment & Natural Resources
Time: 1:30 PM-3:00 PM l Date: January 29, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Protect water quality in siting new
development. Direct development
away from water quality monitoring
wells, and prohibit groundwater use if
possible in MAR system areas.

Are there environmental problems/issues
you're concerned about?
»

»

»
» Consider wildlife protection areas.
The Gila River is an important
major corridor for wildlife, and
preserving land around ephemeral
washes and wild horse areas are
important. Define Preserve and Open
Space Areas according to Title 20
ordinance.

»

Are there places where development
should be discouraged?
»

» Address brownfield sites at
Blackwater Industrial Park,
Lone Butte Industrial Park. Lone
Butte brownfield groundwater
contamination plume impacting
WHP. Cleanup contamination is
reaching natural attenuation.
» Air Quality Nonattainment of GRIC
in Maricopa County is for ozone with
no pollution source from GRIC. In
Pinal County nonattainment for PM10
is due to dirt roads and plowing of
agricultural fields.

Future development could potentially affect
water quality, especially as it ties into brownfield
sites on the reservation.
Keep development away from water quality
monitoring wells, which are spread throughout
the community. Distance to be determined.
Need to be aware of MAR (Managed Aquifer
Recharge) systems, ensure development in
these areas do not use groundwater if possible.
Coordinate with GRIIDD, Pima, and OGC.
Sand & gravel expansion must not interfere
with residences, and need to follow
environmental assessments.

»

Understanding the environmental condition
of sites will enable a better understanding of
land use possibilities. (ie what is the extent of
contamination of these brownfield sites?)
Discourage industries with emissions.
Though most acts of pollution are from outside
jurisdictions. Can limit some of their functions,
hours, etc.

Are there areas preserved for wildlife?
»
»

No established wildlife preserve at this time,
other than what's on the Estrella Mountains.
Other than the conservation area in District 7
where there are protected species, it would be
good to put in a safe harbor agreement for those
areas.
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Focus Group | Env. & Nat. Resources (cont.)
Time: 1:30 PM-3:00 PM l Date: January 29, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS (CONT.):

»

» Natural resources are primarily
sand and gravel mining and
agriculture.

»
»

» Policy recommendation for wild
horse management.
» Identify open range grazing
areas.
Ranchers should be responsible for
their cattle in these areas as well.

»
»
»

The Gila River is an important major corridor for
wildlife. Along I-10 and 347 there's a bunch of
drainages that make it difficult for wildlife to cross.
Ephemeral washes are also very important.
Districts 6 & 7 are where the majority of wild horses
are located. Consult the Wild Horse Management
Plan.
Need to define Preserve and Open Space Areas
according to the Title 20 ordinance.
The ESA (Endangered Species Act) areas are
identified project by project.
The San Tans are frequented by javelinas and
mountain lions.

Are there areas the tribe has set aside for
grazing?
»
»

»

Areas for open range grazing need to be
identified with Pima Leasing.
Pima leasing handles grazing permits and recently
started enforcing due to disputes about open
range grazing.
Ranchers should be responsible for their cattle
under open range grazing.

Are there solar and wind farms? Is this an
appropriate use in the preserve areas?
»
»

GRICUA is in the process of developing solar
farms.
At this point additional areas haven't really been
considered. Potentially the wild horse area could
be beneficial.
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Major corridor is Gila
River. This has 404
protection through
ACE.

Wildlife program is new and
no established preserves
except for Estrella Mtn.
Preserve. Need to develop
assessments.

Ephmeral washes are
important and need to
be protected. May not
be 404 eligible but are
important.

Mountain ranges is the main areas
to look at. Need to look at
culturally significant and federal
wildlife. Other than conservation
area (Dist. 7), MARS which may
have habitat,

wild horse
primary use
area

Maricopa County non-attainment for ozone. Pinal county
is non-attainment for PM-10.
Largest source of pollution is I-10.
Wouldn't likely permit Title 5 source.
Paving roads, need resources.
For Oaone, trying to make the case that reservation
shouldn't be included in Maricopa County.
Most of the sources of pollution are not on the
Reservation.
National Standards for Airquality, but tribe has it's own
and federal rules.

wild horse primary use
area

201111-GRIC_ExistingLandUse.pdf

201111-GRIC_ProposedLandUse_wAerial.pdf
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Bunch of drainages along I-10
and 347 that are corridors.
Haven't identified what really
uses it and what susstains it.
Don't know if the corridors serve
specific species.

District 7
conservation
easement file.
will send it
over.

AQ monitoring
sites throughout
the community.
Will send file.

Understanding brownfield
sites and areas that could be
cleaned up and redeveloped.
Blackwater, Lone Butte,
WHP...Need to understand
how/ when these areas can
be redeveloped. Will provide
brownfields report.
Will check to see if there are
digital maps, if not GIS.

Water Quality monitoring wells
spread throughout the
community...need to keep
development away from them.
Depends on the well. Needs to be
addressed on a site by site basis.

Focus Group | Env. & Nat. Resources (cont.)
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Focus Group | Land Use & Zoning
Time: 3:15 PM-4:45 PM l Date: January 29, 2021
Location: Webex Meeting

KEY TAKEAWAYS:
» Regulate land use on allotted
and tribal land. There will be
increasing opportunities for
development.
» Ensure infrastructure access is
considered for new development
and housing (along 202 and I-10
corridors, in Chandler, Sacaton).
Planning ahead gives the
Community an idea of what type
of infrastructure is needed for the
future.
» Design guidelines should
respond to the climate and be
sustainable, and easy to maintain.
Consideration of dark sky areas
for land use designation as well.

What changes should be made to the land
use map?
»

»

Land available for development along the 202
and I-10 corridors, but would need to confirm
infrastructure access.
There is a need to regulate development on
allotted land.

Is there a need to keep the area near
Chandler as Preserve and Agriculture?
»

Challenges with infrastructure. Need to check if
GRICUA has power out there.

Are there types of land uses/development to
consider in Sacaton?
»

»
»
»
»

Development of market housing restricted by
ordinance that prohibits non-members housing
unless a spouse is a member.
High housing demand for Community members.
The majority of the Community's bigger
governmental buildings are in District 3.
Need for wraparound services in Sacaton.
Infrastructure access needs to be considered with
development and housing.

Are there design elements that are desired
by the Community?
»
»
»
»
»
»

Important to respond to climate, such as porches
and shading in open space areas.
Interested in sustainable design, with ease of
maintenance.
Title 20 has some design requirements based on
zoning.
Tie dark sky areas to less intense land use.
This project to only cover Design guidelines, not
standards.
This project is also scoped to prepare zoning maps
for those areas that are already zoned and areas of
tribal land that may be zoned.
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Need to consider
infrastructure when
considereing
housing and
development...

Get inquiries about development in Sacaton.
Have homesite challenges. Most governmental
buidings in that district. Healthcare corporation
has started building up. District has a feel for
housing projects that are going in. District has
already identified land for housing in the district,
might want to ask if they want to use it for some
higher densities...

Area near Honeywell
lease site. Truck in
water. SRP is power.

201111-GRIC_ProposedLandUse_wAerial.pdf

One of the
challenges with
housing is changing
who can live in the
community...

East side of 40th S. GRICUA/West
side is SRP. SRP wants to see a
"big build" 200+ acres before
they will invest in power. August
2020 Community development
review guideliens require
developers to do development
study to determine market and
viability of development.

202 to VeQuiva. Opportunities for development. Something to be
said for this corridor and the opportunities along it. Infrastructure
would be an issue. Comparable to the Goodyear I-10 corridor
(medical), 303, etc.
would need to be studied from perspective of "no rooftops" but we
could put housing there....
Not much infrastructure along the 202...There is power, but water
and sewer....maybe not.
Warehouse development west of WHP...new 202, use SRPMIC as an
example, that's type of pressue that community may see in the future.
A lot of this is allottee land, should ocnsider reulating.

Old price in QC. Developer
proposing 250 acres. Salt River
Tenant. Working on Power.
Guidelines dictate what tribe asks
of developers (scholarships,
community give backs, beginning
to get into type of development as
well...especially along the 2020).

Need to recognize, for all
land uses, what
infrastructue will be
needed. Recognize that in
planning.
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